Active-duty and veteran alcoholics: differences in psychopathology presentation.
The present study examines the differences in the presentation of psychopathology between active duty military and veteran patients enrolled in alcohol rehabilitation programs. The Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory was used to assess personality disorders, clinical syndromes, and substance abuse. Most veterans were seen as having avoidant and dependent personality disorders as well as a great deal of anxiety and depression. Forty-seven percent were above cutoff scores for alcohol abuse. Air Force patients were predominantly narcissistic and antisocial with much less distress. Only 9% were classified psychometrically as abusers. The results indicate that not only are veteran alcoholics more chronic but that active-duty alcohol abusers are underreporting abuse and care must be used in their assessment.